[Care of elderly chronically ill patients at home].
In a survey of 261 chronically ill elderly 43 are found to be supported at home by family members. In comparison to institutionalised patients significantly more men are nursed at home. Members of lower socioeconomic groups are overrepresented in the home care group. Only close family members (spouse and daughter) contribute in significant numbers to home care. In addition formal support is necessary in the majority of patients (periodic hospitalisation in more than 50%). In the present situation, only a minority (mainly married men) is cared for at home.